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By Bill Klees, Executive Director 
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Return Service Requested 

New Position Available  
Matthew Good recently stepped down from his position as 

Director of Partnerships to serve a term in Kentucky with 

Teen Challenge. Matthew was on summer staff starting in 

2019 and joined the full-time staff in 2022.  

Because of his departure, Woodcrest is looking to hire a 

new full-time staff member. This is a flexible position with 

several different components. There is a multi-page 

interest sheet that includes various responsibilities that 

could be combined to meet the growing needs of 

Woodcrest.  

If you have a passion for 

Woodcrest and skills in event 

planning, communications, 

fundraising, or outdoor 

education, then we invite you to 

apply.  You can request an 

application by emailing Bill at 

bill@woodcrestretreat.org or 

call the camp office. 

I like the book of Ecclesiastes. 

Some would say it is because I 

can sometimes have a slight 

pessimistic outlook (although I 

alk$q qefkh F$j qe^q kbd^qfsb&+ Qeb 

real reason is because when you 

understand the purpose of 

Ecclesiastes it was written to 

counter the pessimism of the 

tofqbo$p a^v+ Eb pmbkap qeb cfopq 

11 chapters revealing, from his 

experiences, the things that 

actually rob people of joy and 

purpose. Then, in the final 

chapter, he reveals what the one 

purpose isÆthe one thing that 

brings joy and meaning to life. 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 declares, 

¦Tebk ^ii e^p _bbk eb^oa) qeb 

conclusion of the matter is: fear 

God ^ka hbbm Efp `ljj^kap+´   

What I love about camp ministry 

is that we get to point people 

towards the pathway of purpose. 

The statistics are staggering 

when you look at the rates of 

depression and anxiety among 

youth and young adults. I believe 

a significant factor contributing to 

that is the message that our 

culture sends to people: that they 

are products of random chance 

and that this world is not 

governed by a personal God who 

`ob^qba qebj+ Qla^v$p vlrqe ^ob 

told that there is no overarching 

meaning to their existence. If you 

accept that lie, then no wonder 

you would face depression and 

fear.  

Ecclesiastes clearly states what 

is found throughout the 

Scriptures: God created 

humanity and our purpose in life 

is to know and worship Him and 

to follow His design for our lives.  

Camp ministry is perfect for 

doing that because we are 

surrounded by His creation. I am 

looking forward to our banquet 

this year where we will share 

more about how Woodcrest 

points people towards purpose 

and how you can be a part of that 

process. 

Mark your calendars for April 1st 

%qe^q$p kl >mofi Clli$p glhb& ql _b 

a part of the excitement. You can 

register online at 

www.woodcrestretreat.org/

banquet or call the camp office  

to save your seat. This is a fun 

night to gather and celebrate. 

Please Pray  
¶ Pray for God to bring us the quality staff needed to run summer camp.  

¶ Continued prayer for our Mission 4:12 building project and that things progress well.  

¶ Pray that God would prepare the hearts of the campers who will attend this summer.  

¶ Praise God for the many groups we are able to serve this winter.  
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 School of Wonder Semester  
We have a great semester of exciting 

homeschool classes scheduled for this 

spring. Classes on physics, sewing, games, 

creative writing and crafts are being offered. 

The School of Wonder is the educational 

arm of Woodcrest Retreat providing quality, 

outdoor education. In addition to 

homeschool programs, we provide field trips 

for homeschool co-ops, private, and public 

schools. Last year we hosted 12 field trips in 

the spring giving us opportunities to help 

pqrabkqp bumbofbk`b qeb tlkabo lc Dla$p 

creation. 

www.woodcrestretreat.org/

education  
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In 2023 we launched an ambitious campaign to 

double our Gospel Impact by converting our summer 

bunkhouses into year-round cabins, adding new 

shower facilities and building a program center that 

will contain a new dining hall, meeting spaces, and a 

gymnasium.  The estimated cost of the total project, 

which is to be completed in four phases, is roughly 

$4.6 million.   

We quickly completed phase 1 which was the 

addition of a new shower house facility for overnight 

camp. Shortly after that we started raising funds for 

phase 2 which includes the 10 new cabins and a 

second shower house.  We have raised more than 

half of the $1.6 million to fully fund this phase.  

The original plan was to have the first five cabins in 

place for summer 2025. However, we are still 

awaiting final approval from our township. This is 

causing us to delay those first cabins. Jason Martin, 

Cabin Project Update  

Ministry Conference  

Businesses, Ministries, and Churches can make an impact in the work that God is doing at Woodcrest by 

being a supportijng partner. Sponsorships help us to raise funds needed to keep camp affordable. The goal is 

for sponsorships to cover operating expenses for our cornerstone events (Celebration 

Banquet, Golf Tournament, and Fall Fest which requires roughly $20,000). There are various 

levels of support to match any budget. Please consider if there is a business or ministry that 

you know that would consider partnering with Woodcrest. You can download our Partnership 

Packet online at www.woodcrestretreat.org/business or scan the code to the right. Thank you 

for considering how you can partner with us. 

Sponsorship Impact  
Business & Church Sponsorships Make Ministry Happen  

Keeping Camp A Ministry  
Like most people, we have seen our costs for running summer camp increase significantly. 

Our food budget alone has increased almost $20,000 the past three years. We are thankful 

that several churches have adopted a week of camp and raise funds to help cover some of 

qebpb bumbkpbp+ Tb s^irb qelpb m^oqkbopefmp _b`^rpb m^oq lc Tlla`obpq$p AK>) colj qeb 

very beginning, was to make sure cost never became a reason why someone could not 

attend camp.  

According to the American Camp Association, the average cost of day camp is $87 a day. In  

2025 it can cost you only $35 a day which includes all the amazing activities, trained and 

caring staff, a pool, and a hot lunch and snacks.  Overnight camp is more, averaging 

k^qflk^iiv ^q !.40 a^v+ Tlla`obpq$p jlpq bumbkpfsb lsbokfdeq `^jm fp grpq !03- %lo !4/,

day). Additionally, we provide over $15,000 in scholarships a year to assist families.  

We are driven by a mission to introduce people to Jesus Christ and encourage their Christian 

growth. All that we do is focused on that. We call it our Ultimate Goal. Over 40% of our 

campers do not attend church. The average youth spends less than 30 minutes outside and 

averages between 6-8 hours a day on a screen. Woodcrest is providing a wholistic approach 

ql pbbfkd `^jmbop cfka eb^ifkd ^ka elmb qeolrde qeb mltbo lc qeb Dlpmbi+ Fq fpk$q grpq crk 

and games, but it is fun for the glory of God. Christian youth camps remain the number one 

spiritual influence, outside the home, for youth because it gets campers out of the ordinary 

where they can experience the extraordinary God who created them. 

Hiring Summer Staff  
Do you know someone who has a passion for sharing Jesus with youth? 

Woodcrest hires a team of 70+ teens and young adults to be ambassadors for 

@eofpq tebob qeb jbppfkbpp lc pfk jbbqp qeb ^j^wfkdkbpp lc Dla$p do^`b+ Tb 

need overnight and day camp counselors, lifeguards, support team, 

maintenance, and kitchen staff. Visit our website for more details and to apply. 

Summer camp is the hardest job you will ever love.  

our Operations Director, is working to keep the plans 

progressing. Please pray for approval so that we can 

keep moving forward with what we believe God has 

called us to do. We are currently turning away groups 

because we do not have the needed lodging to 

handle all of the churches interested in a winter 

retreat at Woodcrest. 

Thank you to those who gave during the year-end. 

Woodcrest supporters raised over $175,000 toward 

the cabin project. We know that we have a ways to 

dl) _rq qefp fp Dla$p molgb`q ^ka tfii _b alkb fk 

Dla$p qfjfkd+ Te^q ^ `ljcloqfkd qorqe+    

You can still support the project by mailing your gifts 

to Woodcrest Retreat, by visiting our website and 

`if`hfkd lk qeb ¦alk^qb´ q^_) lo 

scanning the code with your 

smartphone.  You can expect 

more details during our Spring 

Celebration on April 1st.   


