
Overcoming the Mess  
By Bill Klees, Executive Director  

Our theme this year has focused on the Messiness 

of Ministry. Running a summer camp is messy. It is 

physically messy. We play messy games, deal with 

messy bunkhouses, and the countless other 
messes that occur throughout the day. But we also 

deal with spiritual messes as campers come with 

challenges and burdens that only Jesus can clean.  

The power of summer camp has 
the unique ability to attach Gospel 

truths in ways that campers 

remember. Our summer staff build 

relationships that enable the, to  

connect with the campers. God 

then uses those relationships to 

qb^o altk t^iip ^ka obsb^i qeb `^jmbop$ jbppfkbpp 
and how only Jesus can clean up their mess and 

set them free.   

Tb obglf`b qe^q te^q Gbprp q^rdeq t^pk$q ¦@ib^k rm 
vlro jbpp ^ka `ljb ql jb+´ Qeb dlla kbtp lc qeb 

Gospel is that we come with our mess and Jesus 
cleans us up. He declares us clean and then 
through the Holy Spirit, we spend a lifetime 

becoming cleaner and more like Jesus.  

It is our goal that every child at camp hears the 

Gospel and knows that they are loved, not only by 

our staff, but by the gracious God who created 
them. We desire that every child would move at 

least one step further in their faith journey. For the 
over 40% of our campers who do not have a home 

church, Woodcrest may be the first place they hear 

these truths. For other campers, it is helping them 
discern what God is doing in their lives and 

equipping them to know what it looks like for them 

to grow in their knowledge of God.  That is our 

mission:  To introduce people to Jesus Christ but 

also to encourage their Christian growth.   

Thank you to our many donors who gave 
generously so that we could provide over $15,500 

in camper scholarships and over $55,000 in camp 

subsidies so that 

finances are never a 
reason to miss out on 

camp.  

As we seek to 

increase our Gospel 

impact with the 

completion of our cabin project (see the next page), 

we look forward to having the opportunity to partner 
with families 

and churches to 
pe^ob @eofpq$p 
love year-round 

and to see God 
overcome more 

messes.  

Executive Director 

Bill and his 

daughter Natalie, 

who served on 

staff this summer, 

after experiencing 

òMud Warsó 

during Trekkers 

Day Camp. 
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We are in need of slightly used 

or new items from our wish list. 

Is there a way for you to help?  

¶ A camper to use as housing 

for our campground 

manager and family 

¶ 12-15 passenger van (to use 

for outbound trips and 

weekend programming)  

¶ Wood Splitting Groups  

¶ White Christmas lights  

 

Efofkd > ?llhhbbmbo 

Woodcrest is hiring a bookkeeper to be a part of the exciting things 

that God is doing here? Specific Responsibilities include: 

Additionally, the bookkeeper works with our Executive Director to 

ensure the fiscal health of the ministry. Experience with QuickBooks 

is preferred. It is a flexible work schedule with an average of 14-16 

hours a week (additional hours possible if desired, especially in the 

summer).  You can learn more by visiting www.woodcrestretreat.org/

about-us/employment or by calling the camp office. 

Return Service Requested 

Tlla`obpq$p ^kkr^i C^ii C^jfiv Crk Cbpq t^p ebia lk Pbmqbj_bo .1qe+  Fq t^p ^ _b^rqfcri a^v ^ka qebob t^p 

plenty of fun for families. There was food, a silent auction, a gaga tournament, live music and so much more. 

The day ended with The Skit Guys inspiring over 300 people with stories and skits. The purpose of the Fall 

Fest is create a place for families to create lasting memories. Families came from as far as Maryland, 

Delaware, and Virginia to enjoy a weekend of camping and fun. Thank you to Terre Hill Restaurant, Gingrich 

Builders, Kirby Smith, and Lichty Brothers for being event sponsors and joining other businesses in helping 

to make this event possible. 

¶ Paying bills 
¶ Processing donations  
¶ Making deposits 

¶ Payroll 
¶ Reconciliation of accounts 
¶ Recording payments 

Fall Family Fun Fest  



Experiencing Summer  
Pq^qfpqf`p al klq qbii qeb telib pqlov lc qefp vb^o$p prjjbo `^jm %Dla tlohp _bvlka krj_bop&) _rq pljb lc 

these numbers show that God is working at Woodcrest and He is overcoming the mess that we bring. 
It was the fall of 2023 that we launched Phase 2 of 

our Mission 4:12 Initiative and our vision of developing 

a year-round program.  Phase 2 specifically is focused 

on replacing our eight summer camp bunkhouses with 

10 year-round Lancaster Log Cabins adding up to 

140 beds.  When completed, this project will double 

our Kingdom impact allowing us to run winter camps, 

youth retreats, and school field trips as well as 

providing rental space for families and churches to run 

their own retreats and events.  

By this August we received enough funds to order 

the first five cabins.  Our vision is to have these 

cabins in place by next summer.  There are a lot of 

things that need to happen in order for us to meet that 

goal. We continue to pray and trust our Heavenly 

Father to workout the details as we faithfully follow 

Him 

This autumn, we are pursuing the funds to complete 

Phase 2, which includes another five cabins and a 

second shower house facility.  We are asking God to 

stir hearts to raise roughly $900,000 to 

complete this phase by the end of next 

year.   

It is exciting to see the pieces coming 

together. Please join us in praying that 

God would keep this project moving 

forward as we get final approval from the 

township, begin to schedule contractors, 

and complete the many details that need 

to come together. Look for our year-end 

letter arriving soon with more information. 

Building upon a Vision  
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¶ Thank God for the amazing 

summer we experienced.  

¶ Pray for the final approval 

needed to make sure that 

cabins are ready for summer 

2025. 

¶ Pray for Andrew as he 

transitions into his new role 

as Director of Discipleship.  

¶ Praise God for His goodness 

that we see every day.  

¶ As Woodcrest begins hiring 

staff for summer camp 

2025, pray that God would 

bring the needed staff.  

Glrokbv Ql ?bqeibebj /-/1 

Tlla`obpq$p Glrokbv ql ?bqeibebj `lkqfkrbp ql _b ^ m^oq lc j^kv 

mblmib$p @eofpqj^p `bib_o^qflk+ I^pq vb^o lsbo 0)--- mblmib cliiltba 

Mary and Joseph on their emotional trip to Bethlehem. With over 70 

actors and plenty of live animals, the Journey is full of music, laughter 

and tears as you experience the Nativity like never before. Mark your 

calendars to join us for one of four nights (December 13-14, 20-21).  

Pre-registration is now open on our website and is strongly 

encouraged (a limited 

number of walk-ins will be 

accepted each night). The 

cost is $15/person ($10 for 

children ages 5-16 and free 

for those 4 and under with a 

$60 maximum per family). 

Over 100 campers shared 
that they made a 

significant commitment to 
Christ while at camp.  

We served about 300 

churches this summer. Over 

40% of our campers do not 

list a home church. We 

worked with 36 campers 

who expressed a desire to be 

connected to a local church 

near to their home. 

We once again were voted Best Day 
Camp in Lancaster County. Our 
camper return rate is 64% with 

nearly 200 campers attending three 
or more weeks of camp. Every 

week of Day Camp was full by the 
beginning of May . 

Woodcrest created over 
90,000 hours of screen -
free time this summer by 
getting campers off their 
phones and into Godðs 

creation.  

During the summer 
13 churches baptized 

50 believers in the 
Woodcrest 

swimming pool. 
Praise God!  

¶ Lro plk$p `lrkpbilo t^p >TBPLJBģ Tb ^ob 

thrilled there are young Christian men willing to 

lead boys. Strong male leadership grounded on 

Dla$p qorqe fp `ofqf`^i8 tb mo^vba clo efj ^ii tbbhģ  

~ Day Camp Parent 

¶ I have grown Stronger in my Faith for Christ 

through the wonderful counselors, bible time, 

fireside, and testimonies.  ~ Overnight Camper  

¶ This was my favorite year of camp.                       

~ Overnight Camper 

 

¶ I learned a lot from our speakers and the songs 

that were chosen were perfect. This week has 

furthered my faith and I was provided with a 

perfect counselor and great cabin mates! Thanks 
so much for the life long memories!                     

~ Long Term Teen Camper 

¶ My Relationship with Jesus became much more 
serious and intact. I am going to truly devote my 

life to Him.  ~ Overnight Camper  

Read more testimonies on our website at 
www.Woodcrestreteat.org/stories  



Sadly, as all good things do, Adam Fox$p qfjb ^q 

Woodcrest Retreat has come to a close. Adam 

started on staff in 2014 and 2015 as an Overnight 

Counselor. In 2016 he became the RISE Staff-In-

Training Leader as well as a support staff member. 

He started his career as Program Director in 2017. 

Over those years, Adam has discipled a generation 

of summer staff, oversaw new programs, and 

created many discipleship opportunities. He will be 

greatly missed, but we are very excited to see how 

God will use him and his wife Tasha in Nigeria as 

qebv `lkqfkrb ql pe^ob @eofpq$p ilsb+ 

Tfqe >a^j$p abm^oqrob) tb e^sb efoba Andrew 

Mylin onto the team at Woodcrest as our new 

Director of Discipleship! As the head of the program 

department, Andrew will make sure that all of our 

programs are mission focused. He will invest in our 

staff discipleship culture as well as helping to create 

new programs. Andrew started as a RISE Staff-In-

Qo^fkfkd jbj_bo fk /-.5 rkabo >a^j$p ib^abopefm+ 

He continued working as a summer counselor from 

2019-2021. In 2022 Andrew served as our RISE 

Good-bye & Hello  

Woodcrest Family Updates  

Adrienne & Bryanna       

(14-20) Weaver 

Married June 1, 2024 

Caleb (18-22) & Corrine     

(20-21) Horning 

Nolan (20) & Makenna 

(20-21) Deck 

Paul Lewandowski (1954-2024) joined 

our camp family in 2023 as a weekend 

host. He was known for his diligence and 

love for the outdoors, Woodcrest, and 

Jesus. We are grateful for the blessing of 

knowing Paul. 

Violet Good (1926-2024) was a member 

of the Bowmansville Mennonite Church 

and a faithful supporter of Woodcrest. 

Her family have been long-time friends of the ministry who 

`lkqfkrb ql ebim rp ql croqebo Dla$p tloh ebob ^q qeb `^jm+ 

Paul S. Groff (1941-2024) was a member of Alive Church 

in Ephrata where he was custodian for almost 60 years. His 

family have been faithful supporters of Woodcrest over the 

years with his grand-children being campers and staff 

Woodcrest is blessed by the faithful community that serve in various ways that keep the ministry moving 

forward for Kingdom impact. We view our summer staff and ministry partners as part of our family and 

want to celebrate joyous milestones in their lives while also honoring and remembering those who have 

gone unto glory after faithfully running the race here on earth.  

Andrew (18-24) & Kimmy 

(22-23) Mylin 

Ben & Kora (19-24) Taylor 

Married August 2, 2024 

Don & Pearl (22-24)  Dayton 

Married May 4, 2024 

Not Pictured ñ Jaedon (21) & Mariah (20-21) Steager               

Married September 9 , 2023 

Meet Cole  
This year Woodcrest has the 

privilege of having Cole as our 

fall intern. He was part of our 

RISE (Staff in training) program 

in 2023 and joined our staff this 

past summer as a day camp 

counselor. He is currently a 

homeschooled high school 

senior. Cole loves camp and is excited to learn 

about the ministry at Woodcrest through the fall and 

winter seasons.  

We continue to expand our internship program to 

encourage and disciple high school and college 

students who are interested in pursuing ministry. 

During their internships, students learn all aspects of 

camp ministry as well as develop leadership skills. If 

you are interested in learning more about our 

internship program, please email Matthew at 

Matthew@woodcrestretreat.org.  


